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UPDATE (Nov. 21, 2013): Early reports indicated that Gus Deeds was released from the 

hospital because no psychiatric beds were available. Subsequent reports have suggested 

that no beds were found during the limited time of an emergency psychiatric hold in 
Virginia. 

No Psych Beds Available for Son Who Attacked 
Father, Virginia Senator Creigh Deeds 

Tragedies like these are a consequence of the catastrophic loss of 
public psychiatric beds for individuals in crisis, according to the 

Treatment Advocacy Center 

ARLINGTON, VA – Reports indicate that Gus Deeds, 24, was released from an 

emergency hold at a Virginia hospital yesterday because no psychiatric beds were 

available. Following his release he stabbed his father, Senator Creigh Deeds (D-

Bath), in the head and torso before fatally shooting himself.  

 

While it remains unclear whether Gus Deeds suffered from a diagnosed mental 

illness, this tragedy appears to be yet another incident related to our failure as a 

nation to provide adequate treatment options for the most severely ill. Virginia only 

has 37% of the beds available necessary to meet the needs of its population, 

according to our study “No Room at the Inn: Trends and Consequences of Closing 

Public Psychiatric Hospitals.”  

 

This continuous emptying of state psychiatric hospitals for the past half century has 

reduced the number of public beds for acutely or chronically ill patients by more 

than 90% while the US population nearly doubled.   

http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?key=-1&url_num=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tacreports.org%2Fbed-study
http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?key=-1&url_num=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tacreports.org%2Fbed-study


 

Even though most individuals with serious mental illness are not dangerous, there 

is a correlation between lack of treatment for mental illness and certain violent 

crimes, including 10% of all homicides. Almost all these acts of violence are 

committed by individuals who are not being treated. 

 

“The elimination of hospital beds for people who are psychotic or otherwise need 

help in a crisis is a driving force behind a long list of terrible consequences, 

including preventable violent acts,” said Doris A. Fuller, executive director of the 

Treatment Advocacy Center.  

 

“We will keep seeing tragedies like this until we provide sufficient inpatient beds to 

meet the needs of people in psychiatric crisis,” the executive continued. “If there 

had been a hospital bed available for Gus Deeds, he may be alive today, and his 

father would not be grievously wounded.” 

 

 

 

### 

 

The Treatment Advocacy Center is a national nonprofit organization dedicated to 

eliminating barriers to the timely and effective treatment of severe mental illness. 

The nonprofit promotes laws, policies and practices for the delivery of psychiatric 

care and supports the development of innovative treatments for and research into 

the causes of severe and persistent psychiatric illnesses, such as schizophrenia and 

bipolar disorder. 

 

The organization does not accept funding from the pharmaceutical industry. The 

American Psychiatric Association awarded the Treatment Advocacy Center its 2006 

presidential commendation for "sustained extraordinary advocacy on behalf of the 

most vulnerable mentally ill patients who lack the insight to seek and continue 

effective care and benefit from assisted outpatient treatment.” 

 

http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?key=-1&url_num=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.treatmentadvocacycenter.org%2Findex.php

