
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 15, 2014 

Jamie Mondics 

Treatment Advocacy Center 

(703) 294-6003 

(215) 439-8512  

 

LOS ANGELES TAKES LAURA’S LAW COUNTY-WIDE 

Move will increase treatment access for individuals with severe mental illness.  

(ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA) The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors voted Tuesday to implement 

Laura’s Law countywide, making it the third major California county – and the largest – to embrace 

court-ordered treatment as a tool for making treatment possible to individuals with severe mental 

illness who are too ill to seek help for themselves.  

A year ago, Los Angeles was running a small but successful pilot assisted outpatient treatment (AOT) 

program and only Nevada County was operating a countywide program. 

What a difference a year makes. 

In the last two months, San Francisco and Orange counties have voted to implement Laura’s Law. In 

June, Yolo County implemented its use. 

With the Los Angeles supervisors’ vote, more than half of California’s population now will lives where 

assisted outpatient treatment is available to individuals who qualify under the state’s strict criteria, 

which include a history of non-compliance, hospitalization and/or violence to self or others.  

“The scales have finally tipped in favor of providing treatment before tragedy,” said Doris A. Fuller, 

executive director of the Treatment Advocacy Center. “The calls of families rendered optionless and the 

mentally ill abandoned to our streets, jails and prisons are finally compelling legislators to implement 

laws that provide timely and effective treatment.”  

California was unique in the United States when it included in Laura’s Law a requirement that each 

county opt in with a vote by its Board of Supervisors. With the Los Angeles vote, five California counties 

have fully implemented the law, but families in the state’s other 53 counties are still without access to 



this proven method of supporting recovery from the most severe mental illness and saving taxpayer 

dollars.  

Nevada County, which implemented Laura’s Law in 2008, estimates it saves $1.81 for every $1 invested. 

A recent study in New York, where every county has implemented its version of Laura’s Law, found that 

mental health services could be expanded beyond AOT participants with the savings from these high 

utilizers of public systems staying in treatment. 

 

### 

The Treatment Advocacy Center is a national nonprofit organization dedicated to eliminating barriers to 

the timely and effective treatment of severe mental illness. The nonprofit promotes laws, policies and 

practices for the delivery of psychiatric care and supports the development of innovative treatments for 

and research into the causes of severe and persistent psychiatric illnesses, such as schizophrenia and 

bipolar disorder. 

 

The organization does not accept funding from the pharmaceutical industry. The American Psychiatric 

Association awarded the Treatment Advocacy Center its 2006 presidential commendation for "sustained 

extraordinary advocacy on behalf of the most vulnerable mentally ill patients who lack the insight to 

seek and continue effective care and benefit from assisted outpatient treatment.” 

http://www.treatmentadvocacycenter.org/

