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AND NEVADA LEAVES FIVE 

After landmark bill is signed in Nevada, only five states 
remain without a critical outpatient treatment law 

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA – The wave of mental health reform set off by the Newtown 
mass killings has carried Nevada into the ranks of states that authorize court-

ordered treatment in the community for qualifying individuals with untreated severe 
mental illness.  

 
Nevada became the 45th state with an assisted outpatient treatment (AOT) law 
when Gov. Brian Sandoval signed the bill authored by Assemblyman Lynn Stewart. 

The law takes effect July 1. 
 

“With Nevada hitting this milestone, only Connecticut, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
New Mexico and Tennessee continue to be without laws that make mandatory 

treatment for outside a hospital possible for their most vulnerable citizens,” said 
Doris A. Fuller, executive director of the Treatment Advocacy Center.  
 

A bill authorizing AOT is still pending in Massachusetts, she said. Measures 

considered earlier in the year by legislators in Connecticut and Tennessee did not 
pass. 
 

Where implemented, assisted outpatient treatment (AOT) laws have been shown to 
reduce episodes of violence, incarceration, homelessness and repeat hospitalization 

among individuals with severe mental illness such as schizophrenia and bipolar 
disorder. Nevada’s new law will address these issues by making it possible for 

courts to order patients who meet strict legal criteria to participate in an outpatient 
commitment program that is a less restrictive and less costly alternative to 

http://www.treatmentadvocacycenter.org/solution/assisted-outpatient-treatment-laws


involuntary hospitalization.  
 

“Nevada legislators have considered bills authorizing AOT in every session since 
2009,” said Fuller. “For individuals too ill to seek treatment themselves, court-

ordered community treatment is an essential boost onto the road to recovery, and 
Nevada is to be applauded for making it available. It is unconscionable that five 
states continue to withhold access to this proven treatment option for people who 

are suffering and at risk.”  

# # # 

 
The Treatment Advocacy Center (www.treatmentadvocacycenter.org) is a national nonprofit 

organization dedicated to eliminating barriers to the timely and effective treatment of 

severe mental illnesses. TAC promotes laws, policies and practices for the delivery of 

psychiatric care and supports the development of innovative treatments for and research 

into the causes of severe and persistent psychiatric illnesses, such as schizophrenia and 

bipolar disorder. 

 

We take no money from pharmaceutical companies. The American Psychiatric Association 

awarded TAC its 2006 presidential commendation for "sustained extraordinary advocacy on 

behalf of the most vulnerable mentally ill patients who lack the insight to seek and continue 
effective care and benefit from assisted outpatient treatment.” 
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