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Treatment Advocacy Center Calls for Two Improvements to Mental Illness 

Treatment Policies 

After Sandy Hook, improvements to state laws that make treatment possible need to be a national 

priority 

 
(Dec. 20, 2012) ARLINGTON, VA - President Obama has called for a national conversation on what can be done 

to prevent mass tragedies like the ones that took place at Sandy Hook and Virginia Tech and in Aurora and Tucson. 

The Treatment Advocacy Center applauds the initiative with one critical condition. 

 “Improving the state laws that make treatment possible before tragedies occurs needs to be a national priority,” said 

Doris A. Fuller, Treatment Advocacy Center executive director. “However, we cannot have a conversation about 

preventing mass tragedies without talking about treatment for severe mental illness. Our mental health system has 

completely abandoned people with the most serious mental illnesses, their families and communities. Until their 

needs are addressed, tragedy is predictable.”  

 Fuller said mental illness is a brain disease that can be treated and emphasized that those who receive timely and 

effective treatment are no more dangerous than the general public.   

 Two changes would immediately improve treatment options and increase public safety, she said. 

 Mental illness treatment laws that require people to deteriorate to dangerousness before being eligible for court-

ordered treatment need to be strengthened, and court-ordered treatment in the community – also known as “assisted 

outpatient treatment” or AOT – needs to be widely available. “It should be unacceptable that people with a severe 

disease are required deteriorate to dangerousness before becoming eligible for help they are too ill to seek for 

themselves,” said Fuller.    

 Additionally, public psychiatric hospital beds for the most vulnerable members of the community need to be 

restored and maintained. “For those with the most acute or profoundly disabling mental illness, dedicated psychiatric 

facilities are essential to getting on the road to recovery,” the executive said. 

Hospital closures and gutted state and local mental health budgets have resulted in homelessness, emergency rooms 

overloaded with psychiatric patients there are no beds for, criminalization of mental illness, severe impacts on law 

enforcement resources and other consequences, including violence – both against and by those with severe mental 

illness – in communities across the nation.  

The Treatment Advocacy Center is the nation’s leading source of information and expertise on civil commitment 

and the consequences of untreated severe mental illness.  

The organization can provide experts for comment or background on the following: 

 Civil commitment laws and standards, by state 
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 Issues related to civil commitment, e.g., research on patient attitudes toward involuntary treatment, 

outcomes  

 Trends and consequences of public psychiatric bed closures 

 Impacts of severe mental illness on law enforcement 

 Criminalization of mental illness via incarceration in lieu of treatment 

 Consequences of untreated severe mental illness 

 Anosognosia (lack of insight/awareness of illness) 

 Family resources in a psychiatric crisis 

 

###  

The Treatment Advocacy Center is a national nonprofit organization dedicated to eliminating barriers to the timely 

and effective treatment of severe mental illness. The organization promotes laws, policies and practices for the 

delivery of psychiatric care and supports the development of innovative treatments for and research into the causes 

of severe and persistent psychiatric illnesses, such as schizophrenia and bipolar disorder. 
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